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Péhtagon Commission Urges
Rand()m Lie Detector Tests -

By Ruth Marcus

" Washington Post Staff Writer

A Pentagon commission studying
ways to prevent espionage has rec-
ommended that Congress give the
Defense. Department increased
power to conduct random lie detec-
tor tests to help ferret out potential
spieg in the military and among de-
fense contractors, the panel’s chair-
man said yesterday.

The report by the commission,
headed by retired Army general

-Richard G. Stillwell and appointed
by Defense Secretary Caspar W.
Weinberger after revelations about
the Walker family spy ring, is to be
released today.

The Pentagon currently has au-
thorization to conduct 3,500 “coun-

terintelligence” polygraphs this fis- .

cal year among Defense Depart-

ment personnel and civilian employ-
es cleared to see “top secret” infor-
mation or higher.

However, that power is subject
to annual review by Congress, The
commission report recommends
that the lie detector authority be
“institutionalized” so that the Pen-
tagon can better plan how many
polygraph examiners it needs to
train, Stillwell said. Congressional
oversight of the program would be
maintained, he added.

The report also recommends
“more vigorous command and su-
pervisory authority in ensuring that
the security policies are indeed ob-
served and enforced throughout the
Department of Defense,” he said.

It suggests, among other things,
instilling a “heightened awareness
of the reality of the threat” of es-
pionage through training and brief-
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ing programs for those with access
to classified information, he said.

In addition, Stillwell said, it rec-
ommends stringent enforcement of

" the rule that only those with a

“need to know” see a particular
classified document.

“A clearance at every level is not
an ‘open sesame’ to everything in
that level,” Stillwell said.

The recommendation for in-
creased polygraph authority—the
only legislative change called for in
the report—is sure to be contro-
versial on Capitol Hill, where copies
of the report were distributed yes-
terday.

In June, the House voted over-
whelmingly to give the Pentagon
broad power to subject to lie detec-
tor tests the 4.3 million military and
civilian employes with access to
classifed information. That power
was scaled back to the current
3,500 by a House-Senate confer-
ence committee.

Stillwell said he did not see the
polygraph proposal as the “main
thrust” of the commission recom-
mendations.
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